CHAPTER    XXVII
The Dar\ Days, igi6
THE SECOND HALF      .
July i, igi6. Our offensive began to-day with the occupation of the
enemy's forward line along a front of sixteen miles. One hears it
said that this is not our chief point of attack, which is planned for a
different part of the line altogether.
July 4. Lady Craik saw the directors of Cammell Laird, who said
that men returned from the trenches were the most troublesome and
litigious people in their works. A bad sign for after the war.
She told me that George Craik is now on an oasis in the Western
Desert. Near by it is a temple of the time of Darius, and a company
had built a railway to carry tourists thither and had then become
bankrupt. Seventy miles west of this is another oasis inhabited by
Senussi. To smash them would mean the building of a road, and
Craik suggests that it would be cheaper to send a messenger to
promise them three piastres and a good meal each if they will
surrender.
Invalided soldiers from Kut are doing enormous harm in India by
denouncing gross negligence in the preparations^ Transport, medical
supplies and armies were all insufficient.
The Russian victories at Erzerum jiust saved a serious setback.
As an instance of mismanagement they cite the case of the Sikh
Regiment, which refused to move on Bagdad. It was perfectly well
known that their patron saint was buried in Bagdad. They did not
murder their officers; they simply refused to move; but of course they
ought never to have been sent there.
I had to-day an interview with Bailey.* He described the proceed-
ings of the fifty-two men of the Irish Brigade. They constantly got
drunk and fought among themselves, and the German guards on
* See May 10, n, 31, June 26, 27 and 29, 1916.
298